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JESUS: THE ACTI ON FI GURE

My daughter was visiting a friend in Boston and brought nme hone
a special present. It was Jesus: The Action Figure. This gift
was sold right along with the G Joe, WA icon Rock and of
course Britney Spears. | got a special edition because ny Jesus
Action Figure has “poseable arns and gliding action.”

There is a special warning though: Jesus the action figure is a
choki ng hazard, small parts not suitable for children under 3
years.

On the back panel of the box were sone very interesting conments
fromthe Gospel of Thomas ? ? ? ? One of the descriptive
coments caught ny eye. It said, “Jesus was executed at a very
young age as a common crimnal. Since then, he has been the
topi ¢ of many heated theol ogi cal debates. Although Jesus is
understood in many different ways, everyone seens to agree that
he was a remarkabl e man!”

There you have it.a current version of Jesus...described as a
remar kabl e man and marketed along with other current “stars” as
a toy! The scenario of Jesus the Action Figure is filled irony.
We m ght discuss whether a Jesus toy is better in a kids toy box
than a Pokenon character; but what we al so have is a consuner
versi on of Jesus..one we can pose as we desire in an inmaginative
setting of our own meking.

A Jesus who fits our expectation is the kind of “action figure”
we seemto defer to today here in the US. Because we have been
socialized to believe |life's best can only be attained if we
design it ourselves. So Jesus becones one of the current heroes
...an admred and remarkable man, a great spiritual nodel. The
problemw th an i mage of Jesus as an action hero is that He may
be “cool” but this “saleable” itemhas no possibility of dealing
with the dysfunction, injustice and evil that inpacts our gl obe.
Jesus the action figure can stay in the kids toybox, but the
Jesus who can really nake a difference in dealing with the
dysfunction, injustice and evil that inpacts our globe nust be
nore than a popul ar version of action figures in vogue.



The Apostle Paul’s descriptive words offer a picture of JESUS I N
ACTION. THE JESUS I N ACTI ON opens eyes, turns people from
darkness to light and the power of Satan to the power of GCod.
Jesus the Action Figure may have poseable arns and gliding
action, but | don't think he’s up to standards that Pau

descri bed. (Acts 26:18)

The words of the venerable J. WI bur Chapman hymn descri be the
bottom | i ne:

Jesus what a friend for sinners, Jesus |over of ny soul
Friends may fail nme foes assail ne, he ny savior makes ne whol e.

Jesus what a strength in weakness. Let nme hide nyself in H m
Tenpted tried and sonetine failing. He ny Strength ny victory
Wi ns.

Hal | el uj ah what a Savior! Hallelujah what a Friend!
Saving! Helping! Healing! Loving! He is with nme to the end!
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