ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
PTHI 503 SPIRITUAL FORMATION OF THE MINISTER
John R. Lillis, Ph.D. Independent Studies Program
COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An investigation into the meaning of biblical Christianity and its relationship to faith andpractice
within contemporary cultural contexts. Specia attention is given to the corporate dimensions of
gpirituality and spiritual formation as defined in the New Testament. Those historical and
cultural factors which have led to the privatization of Christianity are analyzed and discussed. A
paradigm of spiritual growth and maturity which focuses on the assembly rather than the
individual is developed.

COURSE PURPOSE

The primary overarching competency to be achieved in graduate theological education is the
development of spirituality in each student. Seminary graduates should be persons of faith. The
primary allegiance of their lives should be to Christ as He is revealed in Scripture. The Christian
life is a persona response to the personal activity of God in His redemptive self-disclosure. This
means that one's loyalty to Christ affects the full range of one's values and decisions. Loyalty to
Christ in a personal relationship is set within the framework of the community of the redeemed.
The common allegiance of this community is to its head, Christ, who ministers His grace for the
spiritual development of His people through the interdependent functions of His body by means
of Word and Spirit.

Faith should be lived out in every facet of life. Spirituality isthe description of the quality of the
believer's life whereby the new disposition is expressed in spontaneous reconstruction of God's
preceptive will. It includes the character traits that result from the swift and sure use of one's
will to will God'swill. Spirituality is that quality in the believer which causes him or her to have
a greater desire for and joy in prayer, Bible study, worship, and Christian service than a desire
for and joy in wealth, power, sex, fame, or success.

OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Understand the basic, biblical concept of spirituality as contrasted to contemporary idesas.

2. Understand the basic mystic teachings of Christian spirituality which havwe developed
through the history of the church.

3. Recognize the influences of mystical spirituality in contemporary ideas relating to spiritual
formation.

4. Understand the basic theological foundations of evangelical spirituality as these have



developed through the history of the church.

Develop afunctiona definition of spiritual formation.

Recognize the impact of psychology on contemporary culture and spiritual formation.

Understand the biblical concepts of spiritual maturity, spiritual growth, and love.

Appreciate the corporate and community aspects of spiritua formation.

Apply basic biblical concepts to the process of spiritual formation within his’her own life.

10. Distinguish between the main traditions of spiritual formation.

11. Appreciate the need for the spiritual disciplines in the development of spirituality.

12. Understand the role of theological education in the spiritual formation of ministry students.

13. Recognize the need for a persona value set that reflects loyalty and commitment to Christ
over the enticements of the world, flesh, and devil.
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TEXTBOOKS

A. Required Reading

Alexander, Donald L. Christian Spirituality: Five Views of Sanctification. Downer's Grove,IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1988.

Johnson, S. Christian Spiritual Formation in the Church and Classroom. Nashville: Abingdon,
1989.

Willard, Dallas. The Spirit of the Disciplines. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988.
B. Recommended Reading

Historical Backgrounds

Dieter, M. et a. Five Views on Sanctification. Grand Rapids. Zondervan, 1987.
Jones, C. et a. The Sudy of Spirituality. New Y ork: Oxford, 1986

Magill, F. and McGreal, |. Christian Spirituality: The Essential Guide to the Most Influential
Spiritual Writings of the Christian Tradition. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988.

Mysticism/Contemplative Spirituality

Corduan, W. Mysticism: An Evangelical Option? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991.
McGinn, Bernard. The Foundations of Mysticism. New Y ork: Crossroad, 1992.
Merton, T. The Ascent to Truth. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1951.

Tuttle, R. Mysticismin the Wesleyan Tradition. Grand Rapids. Zondervan, 1989.



Philosophy, Psychology, and Sociology

Banks, R. Paul's Idea of Community. Grand Rapids. Eerdmans, 1980.

Hagberg, J. and Gudlich, R. The Critical Journey: Stages in the Life of Faith. Dallas: Word,
1989.

McFadyen, A. The Call To Personhood: A Christian Theory of the Individual in Social
Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990.

Spiritual Disciplines

Bonhoeffer, D. The Way to Freedom. New Y ork: Harper & Row, 1966.
Foster, R. Celebration of Discipline. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978.
Willard, D. The Spirit of the Disciplines. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988.
General Works

Bonhoeffer, D. Life Together. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1954.

. TheCost of Discipleship. New York: MacMillan, 1934.

Steele, L. On the Way: A Practical Theology of Christian Formation. Grand Rapids. Baker,
1980.

BASIC OUTLINE

Spirituality: What is It? (1)

Spirituality: What is 1t? (2)

Spirituality and Maturity

A Paradigm for Spiritual Formation (1)

A Paradigm for Spiritual Formation (2)
Church: Context for Spiritual Formation (1)
Church: Context for Spiritual Formation (2)
Church: Context for Spiritual Formation (3)
Church: Context for Spiritual Formation (4)
10. Church: Context for Spiritual Formation (5)
11. Contemporary Factors. Psycho-Culture (1)
12. Contemporary Factors. Psycho-Culture (2)
13. Historical Factors: Mystical Spirituality (1)
14. Historical Factors: Mystical Spirituality (2)
15. Historical Factors: Mystical Spirituality (3)
16. Historical Factors: Mystical Spirituality (4)
17. Spiritual Disciplines
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18. Corporate Disciplines (1)
19. Corporate Disciplines (2)
20. Corporate Disciplines (3)
21. Corporate Disciplines (4)
22. Corporate Disciplines (5)
23. Corporate Disciplines (6)
24. Corporate Disciplines (7)

COURSE LECTURER

John R. Lillis Ph.D., Bethel Seminary - CA

Dr. John Lillisis Dean and Executive Officer at Bethel Seminary, San Diego, California. Dr.
Lillis served as director of the Asian Baptist Theological Seminary, and then for eleven years at
Cornerstone University, Grand Rapids, Michigan, most recently as Provost and Executive Vice
President. During that time he also taught Christian education and spiritual formation at Grand
Rapids Baptist Seminary. His education credentials are:

University of Kentucky, B.S.

Air Force Institute of Technology — Dayton, Ohio, M.S.
Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary, MDiv.

Michigan State University, Ph.D.

METHODOLOGY

The Independent Studies Program provides the opportunity to study selected subjects at a
distance without attending classes. Individuals taking an independent studies course use:

a set of required textbooks,
a lecture series on cassette tapes,
a study guide and a set of specific course assignments.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

TURN ALL ASSSGNMENTSIN AT THE SAME TIME
1. Reading Reports (30% - 10% each)

a. Read the text by Alexander, Christian Spirituality, according to the schedule
given in the Programmed Guide later in this syllabus. Write a five-to-eight page
report comparing and contrasting the five views according to the following
criteria:

i. Discuss those aspects of each view which you fedl set it apart from the
other four views and make it unique. Explain the significance of the



aspect within the view it represents and discuss fully why this aspect
makes the view unique from the others.

In afinal section of the paper, discuss which, if any, of the five views have
common features with respect to the actual issue of spiritual formation.
(You are not interested here in the obvious commonality of theology
underlying al of that which callsitself evangelical.) Describe the
common feature(s) and discuss their significance within the related views.

b. Read the text by Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines, according to the schedule
given in the Programmed Guide later in this syllabus. Prepare a five-to-eight page
written report in which you evaluate this book. Organize your report according to
the points discussed below.

Discuss the concept of "life" and its significance with respect to spiritual
formation as presented by Willard. How has his presentation of this
concept affected your own thinking concerning spiritual formation?

Describe the role that spiritual disciplines should play in the devel opment
of spirituality. Analyze Willard's approach in terms of its relative
emphasis on the individual versus the corporate aspects of spiritual
formation.

Explain where Willard "fits" in terms of the five views presented in
Alexander's book. Defend your choice.

c. Read the book by Johnson, Christian Spiritual Formation, according to the
schedule given in the Programmed Guide later in this syllabus. Prepare a written
report describing and evaluating this book using the Reading Report Format
provided below. The report should be six-to-eight pages in length.

d. Format for Reading Reports

Bibliographic Data.

The format for ALL papers should reject the Turbian style from A Manual
for Writers, Kate L. Turabian, 6" Edition utilizing footnotes.

Purpose of the Author.

Why was the book or article written? Oftenthe writer specificaly gives
his purpose for writing. In other cases you will have to infer his or her
purpose.

Highlights.

What two to five propositions, questions or conclusions best represent
what the book or article is about? (For an article or chapter of a book this



section can be brief.)
iv. Critical Commentary.

From your viewpoint what could or should be said about strengths and
weaknesses of the material? What questions are well answered? What
new questions are raised?

v. Notable Quotations.

One or two for an article; five to ten for abook. Select things you may
want to directly quote in a paper that you might write later.

2. Reflection Papers (15% - 5% each)

During this course, you will write three "Insight/Reflection” papers. These papers
should be one-to-two pages in length. The intention of this assignment is to provide
you with the opportunity to reflect on a particular aspect of the course which has been
meaningful to you or to share an interesting insight which you have gained to that
point in the course. Focus on how the insight applies in a specific way to your
particular situation. Thisis not to be a summary of material presented in class or
which you have read. Rather, this should reflect some original and creative thought
on your part based upon what has been discussed in the lectures or upon what you
have read. Assuch it isnot aresearch paper, but an opportunity for creative
application of the material.

3. Study Guide Questions

At the back of the Study Guide there are review questions corresponding to each
recorded lecture. Y ou may prepare written answers to these questions and submit
them for feedback prior to writing any of the evaluation instruments listed below.
The feedback will not involve a grade factor.

4. Midterm Exam (15%)

Complete the first examination after you have finished Lecture 9. The examination
will cover only the material covered in the recorded lectures. During the writing of
the examination you are not allowed to refer to notes, texts, or other supplementary
material. You may refer to and use the Bible during the exam.

5. Final Exam (20%)

Complete the second examination after you have finished Lecture 17. The
examination will cover only the material covered in the recorded lectures. During the
writing of the examination you are not allowed to refer to notes, texts, or other
supplementary material. You may refer to and use the Bible during the exam.



6. 1 Corinthians 13 Application (15%)

Using any five of the characteristics developed in Lectures 18-24, write a paper
explaining what specific programs, steps, etc., that you would initiate to help develop
the positive aspects of the characteristics you have chosen in a given ministry context.
At the beginning of the project briefly describe the ministry context to which you are
making application. The paper should focus on specific and concrete suggestions for
implementation and should not simply be a restatement of the materia in the Lectures
(although it should be consistent with this material). The paper should be ten to
twelve pages in length.

INTERACTIVITY ASSIGNMENT (5%)

To fulfill the interactivity assignment for your course, do the following:

1. Register with the online forum at www.| T Scourses.org to receive your user name and
password.

2. Post an original answer to each interactivity question for your course (2 questions — 75 word
minimum each).

3. Reply to one answer given to each question (75 word minimum).

4. Submit to AGTS a document containing:
a. The questiors of the forum,
b. Your original answers to the questions,
C. Your repliesto other students' answers, and
d. The students answers to which you replied.

NOTE: Since the questions often synthesize the course, you should complete this assignment at
the end of your course work.

TURN ALL ASSIGNMENTSIN AT THE SAME TIME

COURSE GRADING

Interactivity Assignment: 5%

Reading Reports (3) 30% (10% each)
Reflection Paper (3) 15% (5% each)
Midterm 15%

Final 20%

1 Corinthians 13 Application 15%

GRADING PROCEDURE

TURN ALL ASSIGNMENTSIN AT THE SAME TIME

All course requirements are to be sent to:



AGTS

Office of Continuing Education
1435 N Glenstone

Springfield, MO 65802
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SPECIFIC DATA

Please refer to the catalog for specific data regarding all Independent Studies Program (1SP)
policies. All questions regarding | SP courses should be referred to the Office of Continuing
Education at the contact information below:

AGTS

Office of Continuing Education

1435 N. Glenstone Ave.

Springfield, MO 65802

1-800-467-2487 ext. 1046

417-268-1046

http://www.agts.edu/continuing education/index.html

Original syllabus prepared by Institute of Theological Studies, a ministry of OUTREACH, INC.
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